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a notable reflective quality. * If all the miseries and troublesome
affaires of this sorrowfull voyage should be perfectly and thoroughly
written/ says the author, ' there should neede a paynfall man with
his penne, and as great a time as hee had that wrote the lives
and deathes of the martirs,' Other accounts were written by
Miles Philips, Job Hartop and David Ingram, all survivors of the
fight at San Juan de Ulloa, and their narratives have been printed
by Hakluyt. For the record of the great navigations of Drake
in 1570 and 1572 and his wonderful voyage of circumnavigation
in 1577, we have to consult mostly the collection of Hakluyt and
certain volumes published in the seventeenth century.

The project of passing by the north-west to Cathay and the
Spice islands had long inspired Sir Humphrey Gilbert His
Discourse of a Discoverie for a new passage to Cataia was
issued in April 1576, in a black letter tract of great rarity,
written some seven years before. In a prefatory note, it is intro-
duced to the reader by George Gascoigne, a friend of the author,
who tells us that a worshipful knight, Sir Humphrey's brother,
was 'abashed at this enterprise/ because he had no heir but
the author, and that to him the enterprise seemed 'unpossible
unto common capacities/ The brother, therefore, misliked Sir
Humphrey's resolution, and sought to dissuade him, and it was
in order to overcome his objections that this Discourse was pre-
pared. Gascoigne, being on a visit to Gilbert at his dwelling at
Limehouse, had a sight of the Discourse. Being a short essay,
and Martin Frobisher (whom he calls 'Fourboyser, a kinsman of
mine') having engaged in the same enterprise, it seemed to him
that it would be useful to make public* the tract. He compared
it with the tables of Ortelius and sundry other cosmographical
maps and charts, and said it was approved by the learned Dr Dee,
whose house at Mortlake was the seat of astronomical and nautical
knowledge. In this remarkable letter, Gilbert tells his brother that
he might have charged him with an unsettled head if he had
taken in hand the discovery of Utopia, but Cataia was no country
of the imagination, and the passage thereto by sea on the north
side of Labrador had been mentioned and proved by the most
expert and best learned amongst modern geographers. To Gilbert,
the continent of America was an island representing the Atlantis
of Plato and of other writers of antiquity. If Atlantis were an
island, the cataclysm in which it had been partly overwhelmed,
wpuld^ said Gilbert, make more practicable the navigation of its
northern coasts. 11$ was confirmed in Ms opinion by Gemma
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